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Sen. Nelson wages
war on spyware
Identity theft, private information
counted as casualties in this conflict
Maya Lazarovitz
STAFF WRITER

For anyone who has surfed the
Internet in the past couple of
years, the word spyware creates an
immediate reaction to symptoms
such as pop-up advertisements,
suddenly sluggish Internet connections and strange icons that
mysteriously appear on a computer desktop and refuse to be
removed.
These occurrences are all
associated with spyware, loosely
defined as any computer technology that gathers and redistributes
personal information about a person or organization without their
knowledge or consent. Most com-

monly, it insidiously installs itself
on a computer to secretly gather
information about the user that is
then sent to advertisers and other
interested parties.
Spyware can be installed on a
computer any number of ways —
as part of a new software application or through a Web site or email.
While it can be annoying, spyware serves as more than just a
simple nuisance for computer
users. It can easily cross the line
into clearly malicious behavior,
searching for and stealing confidential information such as user
names and passwords, or credit
card, banking and personal information for fraudulent purposes or
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Orlando set to annex
more county land
City Council to vote Jan. 9
Surrounded by her children - Vijai (far left), Aradhana (center) and Sony (front) - in the home studio
they all helped to create, Sandra Tiwari is proud of the appreciation for the arts that her family shares.

Entertaining is all in the family
for close-knit Wedgefield clan
Cortney Kowalisyn
STAFF WRITER

Cultivating a flair for music early on,
Sandra Tiwari was just 12 when she began
teaching peers how to play the guitar. Renting a
classroom out of her Long Island, N.Y. Catholic
school, the industrious music-lover funded her
venture, as well as the occasional candy splurge,
by charging students $3 per hour-long session.
Focusing more on purpose than on profits
though, the underlying goal was more about
nurturing an appreciation for the arts in others
than anything else. It’s a passion that Tiwari has
always held dear and one that the mother of
three managed to pass on to her own children.
For daughter Aradhana, 24, and sons Vijai,
22, and Shyamal, aka. Sony, 21, the arts have
been a motivating force in their lives for as long
as they can remember. Learning about music,
song and dance, and participating in stage proIndex Section A:
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ductions, movies and commercials from elementary age on up, the trio, now all grown up,
are working to carve out their own paths in the
entertainment industry, but do so while continuing the teaching tradition begun by their mother.
In spite of their mixed schedules and individual goals, the Tiwari clan find time to pass
the torch of arts appreciation by each offering
private lessons in piano, voice, guitar and drama
both at their in-home studio in Wedgefield as
well as in clients’ homes.
“My children were about 5 when I started
teaching them music. When they got old enough
I said, ‘Okay, now you go teach,’” explained
Tiwari, who felt it important not only to share
the love of music that helped to enrich her own
life, but also to encourage her children to be
involved with the arts as a way to build confidence.
“At a very young age, I found out that the
greatest fear that humans have, more so than
PLEASE SEE ENTERTAINING, PAGE A13
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Parts of unincorporated southeast Orange County may soon
belong to Orlando, if the City
Council has its way.
In a preliminary vote last month,
Council members approved the
annexation of 44 acres bordered by
Narcoossee and Boggy Creek roads
and the Osceola County line. A final
vote is slated for Jan. 9.
If the annexation passes, it
would add an estimated $350,000 to
the city’s general fund. That money
would come from property taxes
generated by a 200-home subdivision planned by Hagen Custom
Homes LLC.
While some say the property is
too far from downtown Orlando to
be annexed, Scott Baker, chief planner of the city’s strategic planning
division, calls it a logical extension
of the city’s boundaries.
“The city already extends all the
way there on the north and west
sides,” Baker said. “We have to pay
for and maintain Narcoossee Road,
which residents of that area will be
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using, so it makes sense for them to
be taxpayers.”
County officials said they had
no objection to the annexation.
“It’s not so much a planning
issue for us, it’s an issue of whether
or not it’s a logical extension of the
city,” said Chris Testerman, manager
of Orange County’s planning division.
“The property is contiguous to
city limits, so it meets the criteria for
annexations. As long as the city’s
land uses are not incompatible with
county land uses, it’s fine. That
would be our concern: compatibility.”
Currently the property is zoned
for agricultural use, but that would
change with the passing of the
annexation.
“If they were putting a commercial development, we would have
concerns, because the land is low
density, and it’s located near environmentally
sensitive
areas,”
Testerman explained. “But since
they’re doing residential, it shouldn’t
be an issue.”
Objections to the annexation
came from Orlando Commissioner
PLEASE SEE COUNTY ANNEXATION, PAGE A4
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death, is public speaking. So I thought, ‘I
want to raise my kids so that they’re never
afraid, no matter what they do in their
lives, to have to stand in front of people
and talk,’” said Tiwari, who jokingly
describes herself as a typical stage mom.
“When they were very young we
home-schooled them. So we had the time
to practice playing music and go around
and get head shots done, visit with talent
agencies and go on auditions.”
According to Vijai, a student at
Rollins College whose interests rest mostly in theater, though the family’s affinity
for the arts may have been spurred on by
Sandra, the acting/dancing/music bug took
hold quickly for he and his siblings.
“I guess we didn’t really have a choice
at first. Mom was very much gung-ho on a
whole range of entertainment. She really
kind of pushed us and then at one point or
another, I don’t think I could pinpoint just
when, but I think she stopped pushing and
we were so engaged that we just kept the
ball rolling. We just love it.”
And if their individual work resumes
don’t offer proof enough as to just how
much they love to entertain, the family’s
reputation surely does. They’ve acted in
church plays with the First Baptist Church
of Orlando — an arts-oriented local congregation well known for such large-scale
annual productions as “The Singing
Christmas Tree,” as well as in productions
with the Wekiva River Players and a variety of miscellaneous performance obligations, all the while continuing to coach
new students of the arts through their family business. As a result, for those who
know them, the Tiwari family name has
come to be synonymous with theater and

the arts.
All graduates of University High
School, and all active participants in the
school’s drama program, the family, in
fact, lived out a sort of dynasty there,
snatching up lead roles in every school
production for nearly a decade.
“Between the three of us, because we
range in age, we probably were in all the
shows for a good seven-year period,” said
Vijai. “By the time I was older I realized
that we’d created kind of a legacy.”
“We’d be in like three or four shows at
the same time and ending up juggling lines
and schedules. It was definitely a balancing act,” said Sony, who found his niche in
the music end of the spectrum. After studying advanced music theory throughout
high school, he is now enrolled at Rollins
College as a composition conducting
major.
“He’s a musical genius,” said Tiwari.
“I can say that now that he’s older. Ever
since he was little he would read music
manuals. You know music is science and
math, and when he went on his interviews
to get into college he knew more than the
people who were interviewing him.”
Advancing his skills through the
years, Sony recalls how in childhood,
when asked what he wanted for Christmas,
instead of replying with a request for
clothes or the hot video game of the
moment, he would usually ask his parents
to go halves with him on the purchase of
some new sound-mixing equipment.
Now, having stockpiled his family’s
in-home studio full of turntables, sound
modules, keyboards, and speakers, he is in
his third year of co-running a small production company called Nu-Born Records.
With the help of partner and childhood
friend Evan Melendez, he works to hone
the talent of rising hip-hop and R&B
artists.
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“We can pretty much do everything in
our studio and then we get our music mastered at a place in Miami,” said Sony, who
in addition to mixing music also promotes
his talent to record labels by sending out
press kits and organizing live shows.
One of his current artists, Fuji, has
recently performed at such downtown
Orlando venues as Blue Room, Taboo and
the Club at Firestone.
Striving to stay musically well-rounded, Sony is also currently working on a
project called “Scalpers,” a Broadway
musical that he and friend Brad Wilkins
were recently inspired to develop.
“We go up to Broadway a couple of
times a year to see shows, which we pay
for by buying more tickets and scalping
those,” said Sony. “So that’s how the idea
came to us; to create a musical about
scalpers. I think it’s a pretty original idea.
Now, when we get together I knock out a
couple of tunes on the piano and we nail
down lyrics.”
Working to break some ground of her
own, aspiring director Aradhana, an undergraduate in the master’s program for
Theatre Arts at the University of Central
Florida, recently earned accolades for her
adaptation of “It’s a Wonderful Life,” a
live show that played during the 2005 season of the Orlando Fringe Festival.
The festival’s patronage, often limited
due to a reputation for showing avantgarde and adult-oriented content,
Aradhana’s family-friendly piece won
praise for helping to bring a new audience
to the Fringe — not a surprising feat considering the oldest Tiwari child’s upbringing of always being encouraged to spread
appreciation for the arts to others.
“From the time she was very little she
wanted to be a director. I remember she
would be in all these productions and
you’d sit with her during breaks and she’d

be studying the director the whole time.
She’d whisper to me things she thought the
director should have the actor say, then all
of a sudden the director would say it. Now
she’s doing it,” said Tiwari.
With a handful of additional production achievements under her belt that she
directed for the benefit of the Islamic
Society of Central Florida, Aradhana
seems to be well on her way to turning her
dream into a career.
“My most thrilling part of being in a
show was always the rehearsal; always the
actual process. Since we did grow up
doing everything to do with performance,
maybe that’s why I love it. Because when
you’re directing, you get to put all that
together,” she said.
While Sony and Aradhana have ideas
that their paths may someday lead them
back to New York, Vijai believes that he
might stay local, perhaps opening an artsoriented church like the one he and his
family currently attend.
“While we started everything at an
early age, really what we got the most out
of was utilizing the different facets of the
church we grew up in. We would get
involved with shows that had 300-400 cast
members, for example. So my long-term
goal is to hopefully build a church that has
a similar concept of placing an emphasis
on the arts and using it to touch a large portion of the society that surrounds it. I’d
love to see that we’re all equally involved
with that,” said Vijai.
Proud of what her family has accomplished thus far, but excited about the
future, Tiwari said: “We have a family
motto which always has been: ‘When we
work, we work. When we play, we play.’
And we love to play. Meaning we like to
goof off and have a lot of fun. But when
we work, we’re ready to work hard and
we’re very extreme on that too.”

